Phantoms for specifications and quality assurance of MR imaging scanners.
The accompanying paper examines the subject of NMR phantoms. The paper reports on initial experience with existing phantoms and reviews proposals from various standards groups and professional organizations. Many image tests are illustrated by existing vendor phantoms. The paper concludes that many phantoms already meet or exceed most of the suggestions for tests of classical imaging parameters, which can be pursued by first order adaptations of CT phantoms. The paper does, however, point out the limitations of existing phantoms and raise the possibility of developing phantoms that more accurately reflect human shapes and cavities, and which present more realistic resistive losses, and T1 and T2 values.